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2024 MASS DIARY
IS NOW OPEN
To have Mass offered for the anniversary of a
birth, wedding or death, or for any need or in-
tention, please use the special Mass intention

Tl')e Wisdom of the Saints: Tl-le qutical Bodq of Christ

God has gathered us out of all lands, from one end of the world to the other. He has forgiven our sins,
and has taught us that we are members of one Body in Christ. - St Anthony of Egypt

You cannot have God for your Father if you do not have the Church for your Mother. Those who were
outside Noah’s Ark could not escape death; nor can you escape eternal death if you are outside the doors
of the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ. - St Cyprian of Carthage

The whole aim of the Church’s work on earth is the growth of the Mystical Body through converting
sinners, saving souls, and helping us all to grow and persevere in Christ. It is this very goal that caused

Christianity is not dead, as the followers of the atheist Voltaire like to think. In fact, I know some
young people living in the lap of luxury, who are actually humble, charitable, reverent, seeking out the
poor in their slums, and very devout in their religious duties. They are completely sincere in living out
their Catholic faith and doing good for the Mystical Body of Christ on earth. - Bl Theophane Venard

Pastoral Fonderings

Given today’s excerpt from The Imitation of Christ
(middle column) is a bit scary (but true), I thought

I'd balance it a bit with some positive thoughts from
The Wisdom of the Saints (box above).

I especially like the last observation, made by
Blessed Theophane Venard. Like him, we live in
an increasingly godless society. Yet, like him, we
enjoy the quiet witness of good young Catholics who
are striving to live their faith in tangible ways.

We are proud of our thirty-five altar servers who
assist at our liturgies so reverently. But unless you
come to weekday Mass, you're probably not aware
that several of our Year 10, 11 and 12 teens pop in
and volunteer to serve.

That is a special joy for me, and it reminds me of
myself at that age. I didn’t just serve when I was
rostered on the weekends - no, I truly loved serving,
and I served almost daily.
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So who was Blessed Theophane Venard? He was
born in France in 1829, one of six children. As a
boy he read of the martyrdom of 29-yr-old Jean-
Charles Cornay in Vietnam, and he was inspired
to become a missionary priest himself.

He was originally sent to Hong Kong in 1853, but
a change of plans found him sent to Vietnam. He
had to hide out in the mountains and minister to
people mostly at night. He was captured in 1860
and held in a cage for two months. He refused to
trample on a crucifix, and was beheaded in 1861 on
2 February, the feast of the Presentation of the Child
Jesus in the Temple. He was just 31.
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I myself was raised on reading the lives of the
Saints. The stories of their idealism and heroism
made me want to imitate them. Indeed, 1 became a
priest. And I was called to leave my homeland and
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Entrance Antiphon:

Communion Antiphon:

O people of Zion, behold: the Lord will come to save the nations,
and the Lord will make the glory of His voice heard

in the joy of your heart.
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,

and behold the joy which comes to you from God!

Liturgical Ministries
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0407 383 914
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great hunger and thirst. Lovers of luxury
and pleasure will be drenched in burning
tar and stinking brimstone, and the envious
will howl their anguish like mad dogs.

In Hell, each vice will be punished with
its own special torment. The proud will be
utterly confused, while the miserly will be
in terrible need.

Please note your bank reference like this:
Your surname - Pledge.

ONGOING EXPENSES

altar linens - $680.50 * altar wine & candles
- $508.88 * underground power - $500.00 *
crucifix spotlight - $1,375.00 (est) * liturgical
calendars (4) - $199.80 * graduation gift
vouchers (2) - $100.00 * TOTAL - $3,364.18

Please pray for parishioners who are unwell: Tony Bonavita, Billy Francis,
Terry Merchant, Blanche Pereira, Lori & Tony Valerio, Rebecca Webster,
Thomas Mazza, Thelma Hannigan, Franceska Fairclough, Thomas Chong,
Rhiana Powell

parishioners whose anniversary of death occurs at this time: Mark Foley,
Kevin Kelly, Mary Mollie Quinn, John Taylor, James Sutherland, Joan

Foley, Doreen Stewart, Carmela Vizzari, Mary Hope

journey to the ends of the earth to minister to God’s
people - alas, not in mountainous jungles, but in the
concrete jungles of Perth and Sydney.

And I labour for Christ - not amid those who hate
Him and murder His priests, but worse: 1, like you,
am surrounded by apathy - Catholics who just
don’t care, who can’t be bothered to make an effort to
join us at Holy Mass, even once in a while, to show
love for Him Who loved us, even unto death.
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Bl Theophane and St Jean-Charles imitated Jesus
in a bloody death. My own dying with Christ has
been taking much longer than theirs! And it hasn't
been bloody, but our godless society makes martyr-
dom by apathy painful nonetheless.

But seeing our young people who serve or read at
Mass, and those who will sing or play their stringed
instruments for us at Christmas, tells me that all is
not lost. Christ still calls, and the young respond.




